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(54) METHOD FOR EMPHASIZING SHARPNESS OF PICTURE AND RECORDING 
MEDIUM RECORDING PROGRAM FOR EXECUTING ITS PROCESS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the sharpness 
of a whole picture by not much emphasizing the 
concentration variation of the flesh-colored part of its 
original picture. 

SOLUTION: A small-area averaged signal Ss is 
generated by averaging original picture signals St in a 
relatively small area around a picture element to be 
processed. In addition, an out-of-focus signal U is 
generated by averaging the signals St in a relatively 
large area around the picture element to be processed. 
When the color of the picture element to be processed 
belongs to the flesh color range, corrected picture 
signals Sm are generated by synthesizing the signals St 
with the small-area averaged signal Sn by using the 

synthesizing ratio corresponding to the chrominance component of the signals St. When the 
color of the picture element does not belong to the flesh color range, on the other hand, the 
signals St are adopted as the corrected picture signals Sm as they are. Then sharpness- 
emphasized picture signals Se are generated based on the signals Sm and the out-of-focus 
signal U. 
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